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Neighborhood Meetings
(at ANC unless stated otherwise)

Dec. 1: PLACE mtg, 6:30
Dec. 3: Groesbeck mtg, 7
PM at Post Oak-Library

Dec. 3: ENO party, 6 PM at
Foster Center

Dec. 4: FAIR mtg, 7 PM
Dec. 8: Potter Walsh mtg,
6:20 PM at Potter Park Meth-
odist Church

Dec. 17: ECC Membership
mtg, 12 PM, Foster Center
Jan. 5: PLACE mtg, 6:30
Jan. 6: ABC mtg, 6:30 PM at
224 Bingham St.

Jan. 7: Groesbeck mtg, 7
PM at Post Oak-Library

Jan. 7: ENO mtg, 7 PM at
Foster Center

Jan. 8: FAIR mtg, 7 PM
Jan. 12: Potter Walsh mtg,
6:20 PM at Potter Park Meth-
odist Church

Jan. 14: Quarterly Forum,
7:00 PM at Allen School

Jan. 19: Hunter Park West
mtg, 7:30 PM

Jan. 21: ECC Membership
mtg, 12 PM, Foster Center

LECDC meetings: call 367-
2468 for dates and times

The Eastside News is a
publication of Allen
Neighborhood Center.
For general comments or
to submit news for the
next edition, contact
Matt Penniman at 485-
7630 by the 12th of the
preceding month.

Funding for the Eastside
News is provided in part
by the Mayor’s
Neighborhood Grant
Program.

Quarterly Forum:
Hunter Park Master Plan Update
January 14th

On January 14th, you are invited to gather at
Allen Street School to discuss plans for Hunter
Park. ANC and Lansing Parks and Recreation
are hosting a review and update of the Hunter
Park Master Plan. As part of this, we will look
at aerial photos of the area and consider what
changes might be made in a pending redesign.
This will be a facilitated discussion during
which everyone will have an opportunity to
offer ideas, options, suggestions, and hopes for
the Park. Murdock Jemerson, Director of
Lansing Parks and Recreation, will come to
present on ideas and plans generated by Parks
Department staff, and to hear what neighbors
have to say.

Take some time to think about the park and its
possibilities. Then come to Allen School at 7
PM on Jan. 14 to share your ideas with others.
A green and growing park makes everyone’s
life a little bit better.

La Misma en Espaiiol
(The Same in Spanish)

El 14 de enero, usted esta invitado a un en-
cuentro a la Escuela de la Calle Allen (Allen
Street School) para discutir los planes por el
Parque del Cazador (Hunter Park). Partici-
parémos en una revista y actualizacion del Plan
Principal por el Parque del Cazador (Hunter
Park Master Plan). Murdock Jemerson, el Di-
rector de Parques y Recreos de Lansing, venira
para presentar las ideas y los planes del De-
partmento de Parques. Habra una discusion,
para que todos podrian ofrecer sus ideas,
sugeréncias, y esperanzas por el parque. Ven-
gue a Allen School a las 7, el 14 de enero, para
repartir sus ideas con otros. Un parque verde y
creciendo mejora la vida del todo el mundo.

All of us at Allen Neighborhood Center wish
you, our neighbors and friends, a very
healthy, safe, and joyful holiday!

ENO Holiday Party!

December 3rd
6 PM at Foster Center
Potluck—Bring a dish to pass
Live Music From Local School Bands

Santa Claus is coming to town...

A Systematic Approach to Home
Improvements on Jan. 24

On Saturday, January 24th, Allen Neighbor-
hood Center will sponsor the first of four ses-
sions that make up our 2004 Home Improve-
ment Workshop Series. The topic will be “A
Systematic Approach to Home Improve-
ments”, presented by Robert Morris of City
Visions. Bob will teach you how to conduct a
logical, bottom-to-top assessment of the elec-
trical, plumbing, and heating systems of your
home. He will also discuss how to prioritize,
plan, and manage your renovation projects.

The event will be held at the Social Room at
Eastern High School from 9 AM to 12 noon.
Light refreshments (coffee and bagels) will be
provided. If you’d like to participate, contact
Travis at 367-2468 to sign up. Also, be sure to
read page 5 to learn about upcoming sessions.

La Misma en Espaiiol

La primera parte de nuestro programa de
“mejora de la casa” sera el 24 de enero, a las 9
de la mafana en Eastern High School, en
Pennsylvania al norte de Michigan. La sesion
se presenta en inglés. Llame al Matt a 485-
7630 para registrarse.

Ademas, ANC tiene varios programas de vivi-
endas — por ejemplo, un programa se llama
“De Alquilador a Duefio”. Tenemos traduc-
tores y le gustamos mucho asistir personas que
hablen espafiol. Juntamos servicios disponibles
con las personas que les necesitan, como clases
de propiedad, asistencia con pagos iniciales, y
reparacion del crédito. Llamenos a 485-7630
para mas informacion.
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ANC Update

Activities and programs offered by Allen Neighborhood Center

Critter Corner
By Caroline Glidewell, ANC Intern

Good companions bring so much joy
to our lives, especially when they are
our pets! Proper care of your pet will
ensure both owner and critter get the
most out of your special relationship.
e Pets, dogs especially, rely on their
owner for not just food and shelter,
but for disciplining as well! Use posi-
tive reinforcement by rewarding your
dog when she is behaving well, and
by ignoring bad behavior. When you
respond to a dog’s misbehavior (like
petting a barking dog when it should
be quiet), it will encourage the un-
wanted behavior. Positive reinforce-
ment is a more productive method of
discipline than physical force. Hitting
your dog will make it fearful and
more likely to bite in the long run!

e To avoid dog bites: never ap-
proach a dog that’s tied up, and never
turn your back and run away from a
dog that may bite — it’s canine instinct
to chase and catch their prey. Slowly
back away while facing a hostile dog.
To report animal bites, a stray animal,
or obtain a license for your dog (all
dogs over four months are required to
have a license!), call Ingham County
Animal Control at (517) 676-8370.

e A quick fact: every year in the
United States, between four and six
million dogs and cats are euthanized
(1,105 in Ingham County in 2002!)
because there are too many pets, and
not enough homes. Have your pet
spayed or neutered! The Capital
Area Human Society offers a low-cost
spay/neuter program, so make an ap-
pointment for your pet by calling the
Humane Society at (517) 626-6060
on January 5 between 9 and 10 AM,
the program’s next call-in date.

e Also, Pet Support Services, Inc.
offers help to elderly or disabled peo-
ple in keeping their pets. Call for Pet
Support: (517) 267-9299.

Wednesday Morning

Senior Coffee

(Non-seniors are welcome, too!)
Join us each Wed. from 10 AM to noon.
December 3: Book Chat: We will read
and discuss “Harry Potter and the Chamber
of Secrets”, the second volume in the se-
ries by J.K. Rowling.
December 10: Senior Companions and
Foster Grandparents. Barbara White and
George Gotby will present on these two
enduring and important opportunities for
older Lansing adults.
December 17: Movin’ and Groovin’
with Wambui: ANC’s irrepressible Wam-
bui Demps will be leading the group in
another round of easy-to-do, no-fuss,
good-feelin’ exercises.

Senior Coffee will not meet on Dec. 24 or 31.

January 7: Movie Morning: Come see a
showing of “Zorba the Greek”, the 1964
movie adaptation of a book by Nikos Ka-
zantzakis, with a discussion following.
January 14: Waiting for a Fall to Hap-
pen: Jane Braatz, Ph.D. of Health for Life
Consulting will present on medications,
equipment, and prevention techniques to
decrease your risk of a fall.

January 21: Housing Sales and Values
on the Eastside: Mike Kreutziger (former
Allen St. School principal and friend of
ANC) is a realtor with BriarWood Realty.
Mike will be presenting on current trends
in Eastside home sales, hot selling spots,
and more.

January 28: To Be Announced

Youth Service Corps is getting ready for
winter snow shoveling. But for the bigger
drifts, they need a snowblower. If you
have one in working condition, or know
someone else who could lend or donate a
snowblower, call Hollie at 485-7630.

Ongoing programs: Don’t forget about
Tuesday Chess Knights, every week from
6 to 8 PM, and Friday Breadbasket offer-
ing free bread from 9 AM to 5 PM (though
we frequently run out earlier) No bread on
weeks the center is closed.

ANC would like to thank:

Jan Hotelling for her assistance
with calling volunteers
Our YSC volunteers: Leah Kalk-
man, Shannon Raum, Sandra
Cade, Bill Geake, Kevin Mueller,
Stephen Button, Lane Clark
Nancy Lombardi for donating
work gloves to Youth Service Corps
All who participated in the Walk for
a Smoke-Free Neighborhood
Ira Ginsberg at Sparrow Hospital
for donating 4 dozen BIG cookies
Melany Mack and Nancy Heldt
for bringing delicious cookies
Anna Fisher for lending the bucket
drums — what a sound!
Brenda Meyers for facilitating a
Sam’s Club Foundation donation to
ANC’s Health Team
Bread helpers Bonita Jones and
Fred McLouth
All the seniors who made cloth or-
nament balls for our Christmas tree
Chess Instructors David Sundeen,
Tony Nichols, and Russ Rogers,
for continued devotion to young
Tuesday Chess Knights
ENO for hosting an informative and
well-attended Candidates Night
Barbara Thibeault for serving as a
Field Instructor to our MSW intern
Susan Houghton of Giving Tree
Farm for a bountiful potluck
Julie Reynolds, John Schweitzer
(son) and John Schweitzer (father)
for launching a wonderful Hallow-
een tradition on Leslie and Shepard
Streets, south of Kalamazoo
The Garden Project and Salvation
Army for keeping us supplied with
end-of-season veggies
Senior Program presenters during
November: Jennie Grau, Mike Al-
len, Heather Rosin, Kolleen Simp-
son, Nancy Weber, Wambui
Demps, Kim Fiero, Gretchen Fer-
guson, and Sally Herriff.

More thanks on page 5




THE EASTSIDE NEWS

PAGE 3

Across the Neighborhood

Neighborhood News

Michigan Avenue Project will be selling
decorated wreaths to visually unify the
Michigan Avenue district for the holidays.
If interested, contact LECDC at 367-2468
to obtain an order form. The deadline for
ordering is December 19th.

Community Leadership Lounge: Burnt
out? Tired of carrying the weight of your
community on your shoulders? Come to
this month’s Community Leadership
Lounge to learn about creative approaches
used to share the leadership responsibili-
ties with others. The Lounge will be held
Tuesday, December 9th, from 7:00 - 8:30
PM at the McRee Guest House, 2721 S.
Washington (just south of Greenlawn).
The theme will be "Developing Leader-
ship Skills in Others." Call 483-4499 for
information.

HERO will have a chili dinner at Allen
School during the week of Dec. 8th. Call
Mary at 485-2244 or Paulina at 487-3619
for more information or to sign up.

ABC will not be meeting in December.
Our January meeting is Tuesday, January
6th at 6:30 PM at Pilgrim Church.

Foster Library: Adult Book Discussion
Groups meet on Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7 and
Thursday, Dec. 18 at 1:15.

* A Holiday Storytime for toddlers will be
held Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 10 AM.
Holiday Storytimes for preschoolers are
on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 10 AM. and
Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 1:30 PM.

* Join us on Thursday, Dec. 11 from 6-7
PM for Family Night. We will be explor-
ing holiday traditions and making a family
project.

» Saturday, Dec. 6 will feature a teen poet
visiting from South Africa from 1-2:30
and our Annual Holiday Open House from
2:30-5.

* Regular storytimes for toddlers and pre-
schoolers start again in January. Call the
library at 485-5185 to register your child.
» Watch for the popular adult program se-
ries “Connect @ the Library” to begin in
January as well, featuring a variety of
speakers. Call or watch the State Journal
for dates.

News From School Principals

Lansing School District will have half
days on Dec. 10 and Jan. 14, no school
from Dec. 22 through Jan. 2 for Winter
Break, no school on Jan. 19 for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, and no school on Jan.
23 for Records Day.

Bingham Elementary: Our growing en-
rollment has reached 242 students.

* Our Bingham School Holiday program
will take place on Tuesday, December
16th at Pattengill from 7 to 8 PM.

* Fifth Third Bank and Bingham will part-
ner up to have a Holiday Arts and Crafts
program on December 15 through 17.

* On December 18, our PTO will sponsor
a field trip for the whole school to East-
wood Towne Center to see "The Cat and
the Hat".

* Operation Santa this year will provide
gifts for families for an enjoyable holiday.
* On January 22nd we will have a family
math night from 6:00-7:30 PM.

* On Saturday, January 31st, 4H will be
sponsoring a county wide fun day from 9
AM - 4 PM, with activities for elementary
age students to adults.

* If any family is in need of winter ap-
parel, please make sure to contact our of-
fice at 325-6770. We, the staff at Bingham
Elementary School, would like to wish our
community a safe, prosperous and happy
holiday season.

Resurrection School: The 4th and 5th
grade students attended Ebersole Environ-
mental Camp 3 days in November. The
students eagerly await camping and learn-
ing in the setting of outdoors. The stu-
dents are accompanied by the principal,
teacher and parent chaperones.

» With Christmas approaching, students
are involved in an ongoing giving of small
toys, wrapped candy and health care items
which provide Christmas for our brothers
and sisters in the Appalachian area of
West Virginia.

* Food items are donated by all students to
provide for the needy in our area for the
Thanksgiving Food Basket distribution
through the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

* The Student Council sings for seniors at
Whitehills Nursing Home for Christmas.
The students also share cookies with them.

* The Resurrection Christmas Program
will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 16th.

* Christmas break for Resurrection begins
with dismissal on Friday, Dec. 19th until
Monday, Jan. 5, 2004.

Allen Elementary: As we finish fall con-
ferences we would like to extend a thank
you to all our families for taking the time
to meet with staff. If any families were
unable to attend during the regular confer-
ence times, we would be happy to sched-
ule an appointment. Just call the main of-
fice at 325-6760 and request to speak to
your child's teacher(s).

* The holidays are rapidly approaching
and the MEAP is not far behind. MEAP
Camps are underway at Allen. We are
placing special emphasis on writing in all
content areas, science and social studies.
These are the areas we need to work on
the most. Consider extra writing activities
at home over the holidays.

* Our Parent Council, headed by Lidia
Rodriguez, held a successful Book Fair
Nov. 10-14, raising money for Allen kids
and providing exciting reading opportuni-
ties. A special thanks to everyone involved
for supporting this effort. The Allen Par-
ent Council's next venture is a Santa Shop.
* Our staff continues to train and teach
with the Reading 1st Grant initiative. We
are seeing some good gains in our earliest
scores back. Good job staff.

» We will celebrate the holidays with a
special program on Dec. 15th. Mark your
calendars for our ALL School, ALL Star
event, 5:30-7:30 PM. Stay tuned for more
information on this event. In keeping with
the holiday spirit, Allen Staff is working
with local Marine Corp. office to host
Toys for Tots. For more information, call
Mrs. Beckwith at 325-6760.

» We love to have visitors. If you have not
had a chance to visit our classrooms or
meet the wonderful Allen Street School
staff, stop by, sign-in, pick up a special
visitor's badge and tour our building. From
all of us, we wish you a safe, healthy and
blessed holiday season.

Pattengill Middle School: The Winter
Concert, featuring our award-winning
band, will be Thursday, Dec. 11th at 7 PM
in the Eastern auditorium.
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Growing in Community

The People and Groups Making a Difference On the Eastside

Shepard Street
United Neighbors:
Here Comes the SSUN

This month, we interviewed one of the
founders of SSUN, Rick Kibbey, and
current leader Kimball Cartwright.

EN: Rick, tell us about the initial
founding of SSUN. When was it?

RK: I don’t remember the exact year,
but it was founded in the early 1990’s.
What prompted it was that we had a
long time resident of the street, who
felt like she needed to move. Her big
problem was a real trashy rental next
door — they were throwing garbage
in their back yard, keeping cars up on
blocks, and all that junk was intruding
into her backyard. Next door to that
was a drug house. And that was what
did it. We met — initially, it was just
the neighbors that knew each other.
We talked to LPD and said, “We’d
like you to work with us to solve this
problem,” and they thought that was
swell. It was hard, but we worked to-
gether and got things taken care of.

EN: Sounds great. What other things
has the neighborhood done over the
years?

RK: Well, we had a combination trash
cleanup and picnic for a few years.
We had a manager of a 7-11 living on
the block who provided hot dogs and
drinks. It worked out nicely. We also
participated when ENO had a creative
gardening project, which really
opened a lot of doors because it’s fun.
You can get together and the
neighborhood looks amazing — there
are only two things that when divided,
multiply: knowledge and flowers. It’s
not a zero-sum game, you can share
those things and spread them out and
it works pretty well.

EN: How about the people who have
been involved?

RK: The street has pretty much turned

over. We’ve got some new young families
in and that’s good. We wanted people that
would be in the neighborhood for a while,

who are interested in its future.

% k%

EN: One of those people is Kimball Cart-
wright. Kimball, what’s been going on in

this neighborhood recently?

KC: Thankfully, we haven't faced the same

kind of hard issues the group originally
formed to address. We do take part in a
neighborhood cleanup. This past year it

was two weekends, so we cooperated with
FAIR neighbors. They helped us with our

street and we helped them with some
streets. Candi has organized a Christmas

party. We’ve also taken part in Neighbor-

hoods in Bloom, where we’ve picked up

flowers and planted them along the street
in front of our houses. As far as meetings,
we don't have regular ones. It's more that
I've put out flyers and held a meeting two
or three times a year to check in with folks
and see whether people have other ideas of

things to do in our neighborhood.

EN: How did you personally get involved

with the neighborhood?

KC: I got involved because I wanted to
know who I lived next to. So I started

knocking on people’s doors and introduc-

ing myself. One summer I was handing

out extra peppers that we had grown in our
garden. I got interested in doing more after
meeting Rick, who told me about some of

the things that are available through the
city, like Neighborhoods in Bloom, the
city grant program for neighborhood

groups, neighborhood trash pick-ups. And
so I got excited about it — maybe I wanted

to see if these things could happen on

Shepard Street. When Rick left somebody

had to become the contact person,

the hub for communication who would set

up the meetings and be in touch with
the Neighborhood Center.

EN: But there are changes ahead?

KC: I’'m coming up to the fact that right
now, I’'m moving out of the neighbor-
hood, back to New England, to be closer
to family. Right now, there are people
that are excited about doing these indi-
vidual pieces, like the Christmas party
or the flower plantings. The neighbor-
hood needs a new central contact per-
son, somebody who will schedule those
two or three meetings a year and repre-
sent SSUN on the Allen Center's Board.
It’s very important for us to continue to
develop leadership, because that’s how
the neighborhood keeps going.

Holiday Happenings Around
the Eastside

Prospect Protectors will have a Carol-
ing and Cookie Exchange Party on Fri-
day, December 19th, 6 PM at ANC.
Please call Corie Jason at 482-8756 to
RSVP.

The ENO December Meeting will be
Dec. 3rd at 6 PM, in room 213 at Foster
Center. This is our Holiday Party. We
are having a potluck (asking folks to
bring a dish) with ENO providing a
main dish. In addition to a possible visit
by Santa, the Pattengill 8th Grade Band
and Eastern Jazz Band will perform.
January will be a new beginning and our
meeting will be Jan. 7, 2004, at 7 PM.

CARS Santa Sleigh: This fantastic pa-
rade, with police cars and a wooden
sleigh, will be winding its way through
ABC, Hosmer, Eastside Neighbors, Oak
Park, and Green Oaks neighborhoods on
Saturday, Dec. 13th, handing out candy
canes and spreading good cheer. Resi-
dents of these five neighborhoods inter-
ested in parading should gather at Pil-
grim Congregational Church at 6 PM.

SSUN: Candi Williams will be contact-
ing residents of the neighborhood with
details of this year’s holiday party.
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Announcing the 2004 Home Improvement Workshop Series:

Create the House You Want From the
House That You Have

This winter and spring, Allen Neighborhood Center will host another
round of Home Improvement Workshops. Over 160 neighbors attended
last year’s series, offering rave reviews of topics and presenters. Here is
what’s in store for Eastside residents in 2004:

Session 1:

Featured Presenter: Robert Morris of City Visions

When: Saturday, January 24, 2004, 9 AM to 12 Noon
Where: Eastern High School Social Room

Reserve a spot by calling Travis Stein at 367-2468. Don’t delay!

A Systematic Approach to Home Improvement
A logical, bottom-to-top assessment of the electrical,
plumbing, and heating systems of your home. Learn to
prioritize, plan, and manage your renovation projects.

Mark Your Calendar for Sessions 2-4:

February 21st
Old Houses/Michigan Winters:
Insulation, Ventilation, Infiltration,
Weatherization

March 20th
Basements: Many Approaches to
Keeping Them Dry

April 24th
Eastside Porches
Styles, Themes, and Materials

Funding for the series provided by the
Michigan State Housing Development
Authority (MSHDA). Thanks also to
Lansing School District and the City of
Lansing for their support.

Extended Gratitude

The ANC Health Team has finished
gathering data for their survey of the
neighborhood. In February, some of the
results will be announced, but for now,
we’d like to thank all the members of
the team for their outstanding work
(2200 households visited & over 2300
face-to-face conversations): Anita
Gray-McClelland, Ann Francis, Bob-
bie Hardy, Hollie Hamel, Wambui
Demps, Karan Anderson, and Jillian
Szalay.

Heartfelt thanks to Ruth Leyrer,
departing board member from FAIR
Neighbors, for her hard work and
enthusiastic support for ANC. We wish
Ruth the very best as she launches
Bancroft/RL Designs on Mich. Ave.

Above: Robert Morris discusses reno-
vation plans with a participant of the
2003 Workshop Series

Eastside Floodplain Update

To date, 183 neighbors have been sur-
veyed about flooding and other con-
cerns. The floodplain survey team
found that over 100 neighbors are inter-
ested in participating in neighborhood
watches or social activities, and the
team is connecting these neighbors with
each other. A full presentation of the
results of the survey will be made at a
Floodplain Summit, planned for May
2004. Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated for your support and cooperation.
Special thanks to the Floodplain Team
for all their hard work: Travis Stein,
Laura Goddeeris, Caroline Glidewell,
Franklin Mays and Carol St. Pierre.

O’Leary’s Open House

Join O’Leary’s on Saturday, December
6th for a day of on-going demonstra-
tions, in-store specials and holiday
cheer! From 9:30 am to 4:00 pm, hour
long classes on.mat cutting,acnylics,
watercolors, caricatures, wood carving
and classical wall glazes will be held at
the main store, 300 E Oakland.Ses-
sions will cover glazes from sponging,
ragging, color wash and fottage leading
up to marbling and woodgraining. Call
487-2066 for further details!
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