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July 1: FAIR mtg, 7 PM
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July 6: ABC mtg, 6:30
PM, Pilgrim Cong. Church
July 7: ENO mtg, 7 PM at
Foster Center

July 12: Potter Walsh
mtg, 6:20 PM at Potter
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PM

July 26: ANC Board mtg,
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j

July 26: Hunter
Park West mtg,
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The Eastside Monthly is
a publication of Allen
Neighborhood Center.

For general comments or
to submit news for the
next edition, contact

Matt Penniman at 485-
7630 by the 12th of the
preceding month.

Funding for the Eastside Monthly
is provided in part by the Mayor’s
Neighborhood Grant Program.

Dear Neighbors,

What drives Allen Neighborhood Cen-
ter? A whole lot of neighbors.

First, our board of directors, the group
that determines policy and direction of
the Center, is made up of representatives
from the nine organized neighborhoods
that make up our immediate service area.
Two other at-large members include the
principal of Allen St. School and one of
the founding members.

Secondly, half of our hard-working staff
of nine live in the immediate neighbor-
hood, while the other half live mostly in
nearby sections of Lansing.

And most importantly, we have enthusi-
astic and thoughtful volunteers involved
in every single program that we offer:
Youth Service Corps, Housing Work-
shops, Home Tour, Housing Advisory
Board, Senior Coffee, Health Outreach,
Health Navigators, Breadbasket, Food
Resource Project, and Tuesday Chess
Knights.

On July 30 at Hawk Island, we are going
to celebrate the generous contributions of
all of these people, and of all of you who
are active in your neighborhood group,
participate in our programs, read our
newsletter, and generally consider your-
self a part of this lively Eastside commu-
nity. Please come join Ay &
us for an evening of J
fun and celebration. ¢
g

J

~
~
)

Joan Nelson

Appreciation at Hawk Island

On Friday, July 30, from 5 to 8 in the
evening, ANC will host an appreciation
picnic at Hawk Island Park, located on
Cavanaugh Rd. between Pennsylvania
and Aurelius. At 5 we will start gather-
ing at Peregrine Pavilion, and eat dinner
at 6:00. Bring a dish to pass — ANC
will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, and
veggie burgers. The recognition pro-
gram will be at 6:30, and YSC will offer
entertainment with a Cardboard Boat
Contest at 7:00. Please RSVP by clip-
ping below and sending to us at the ad-
dress above. All minors must be accom-
panied by a parent or guardian, without
exception. This includes YSC members.

Yes, | / we will come to the picnic at
Hawk Island, July 30 at 5 PM.

Name:

Phone:
Number Attending:

Our hunger will be satisfied by:
___HotDogs _ Hamburgers
And/or __ Veggie Burgers

Lessons Learned from
East Lansing Rental Policies

Nancy Parsons, president of ENO, is
helping to organize a forum to consider
the changes East Lansing has made in
their rental regulations and the conse-
quences to the Eastside. Anyone with an
interest in rental policy (particularly the
division of single-family homes into
multiple units) is encouraged to come.
Call Nancy at 372-3249 for more details.
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ANC Update

Activities and programs offered by Allen Neighborhood Center

Food Chatter
from the Food Project

Calling all students grades K — 12!
School’s out and what will you do
all day? Summer can get a little
boring, so here’s something fun to
keep you busy. We have two gar-
dening groups and there’s still
room for you to join! If you’re K-
5™ grades, your group meets at
ANC on Wednesdays from 3:30 —
5:00 PM. Your garden is at Allen
Street School. If you’re middle
school or high school, we have a
program that will teach you about
growing food and then become eli-
gible for a cash scholarship! Your
group meets at ANC on Fridays
from 10 AM — 12. Your garden is
by Foster Park.

Stop by ANC to pick up an appli-
cation today! These programs run
throughout the year!

So Long, Bobbie

Our irrepressible Bobbie Hardy
will be ending her second and final
year of VISTA service here on July
31. In her time here, Bobbie has
been an active member of the
Health Outreach Team (lead staff
on enrollment of uninsured
neighbors in the Ingham Health
Plan), and Coordinator of Bread-
basket. Many of you have gotten
to know Bobbie as the person who
can link you with just about any-
thing you really need, including
shoes, personal needs items, Christ-
mas baskets, housing and job leads.
Good luck, Bobbie, in all of your
future endeavors.

Wednesday Morning

Senior Coffee
(Non-seniors are welcome, too!)

Join us each Wednesday morning
from 10 AM to noon.

July 7: Book Chat The topic this
month is short stories. Bring your
favorite short story to share and
discuss!

July 14: Tai Chi Session 1 Dru
Vinson will lead a lesson in the an-
cient Chinese tradition of move-
ment and energy. Wear tennis
shoes and non-restrictive clothing.
July 21: Tai Chi Session 2 Dru
Vinson returns to present a second
lesson on Tai Chi, a relaxing and
meditative art. Wear tennis shoes
and non-restrictive clothing.

July 28: Exploration of Self-
Image through Collage Making
Wambui Demps of the ANC Health
Team will lead us in an expressive,
artistic activity. Supplies will be
provided.

New Faces at the Center: Three
graduate students in MSU’s Educa-
tion Department are interning at
ANC this summer. Look for Molly
Williams to be canvassing with the
Health Outreach Team, Barry
Palmer to be with the Youth Ser-
vice Corps and the Food Project,
and Mina Shin at Senior Coffee
and YSC.

Youth Service Corps: Congratu-
lations to our newly elected offi-
cers! Chad Watts, president;
Mike Ellis, vice-president; Miyah
Williams, treasurer; and Latrease
Williams, secretary.

ANC would like to thank:

All of you who take the time to
read the Eastside Monthly.
Senior coffee presenters: Doro-
thy Mathews, Sherrie
Jarrard, MikeTanner, and
Simone Brewster.

The eighty people involved in
helping to make the Eastside
Home Tour a great success —
more on who you are in our
August issue!

Francine Watts and Fred
McLouth for their devoted ser-
vice to Breadbasket

Everyone who designated ANC
to receive their United Way do-
nations: Louise Alderson, Jen-
nifer Andrejczuk, Robert
Bingen, Karen Bird, Doak
Bloss, Frank Fear, Linda
Hale, Senga Knupp, Donald
Raymond, Ron Uken, Dave
Weiner, Lavon Young,
Reniero Araoz, Charlott
Carter, Peggy Flinton, Bobbie
Henderson, Mary Henry,
Sally Hudgins, Mike
Kreutziger, Charlotte Mor-
ton, Bessie Roper, Pam
Scherer, Dennis Sheldon,
Susan Slovinski, Emily Wabhl,
Melissa Washburn, Candie
Wegienka, Ralphelene We-
gienka, Erin Reyes, Jennifer
Sweat, Jennifer Lennemann,
Diane Goddeeris, Susan
Hargrove, Jo Ann Klahn,
Shirley Stephenson, Brenda
Meyers, Dusty DeHaven, San-
dra Fenby, and Joseph Ma-
rutiak. Your generosity keeps
our doors open. Thank you!
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Across the Neighborhood

Learn, Participate, and
Share the News

Health Task Force Luncheon
Scheduled for July 19

ANC is forming a new Health Task
Force that will consist of members
of our Health Outreach Team,
Health Navigators, and any others
(perhaps you?) interested in taking
part. To kick this off, we will be
hosting the first quarterly ANC
Health Task Force Luncheon to
discuss our outreach efforts,
neighborhood health issues, and
what we all can do to improve the
vitality of the neighborhood. The
luncheon will take place on Mon-
day, July 19 at noon at the Allen
Neighborhood Center. Call Ann
Francis at 367-2468 if you are in-
terested in taking part.

People interested in joining the
Health Task Force will be responsi-
ble for providing information and
feedback to the Health Outreach
Team, as well as learning about
ANC health programs and services
to share with others. Some mem-
bers of the Health Task Force may
opt to become Health Navigators.

Being a Health Navigator means
connecting friends and neighbors to
health resources at the Center.
Navigators also give a few hours
each month to support the Health
Team by:

« talking to their neighbors and
friends about health events and
services at ANC

 helping with mailings, flyers,
phone calls, and programs

« participating in and bringing
friends to health programs

« attending focus groups and pro-
viding feedback

Navigators need not have a back-
ground in health. They only need
to be respectful, dependable and
possess good judgment. Call Ann
Francis or Monica Kwasnik at 367-
2468 if you would like to start
spreading good health in your
neighborhood.

Neighborhood News

The Groesbeck Area Neighbor-
hood Association annual summer
pot luck picnic will be held on
Wednesday, July 14. Start gather-
ing at the Slater Park pavilion (at
the corner of Mark and Autumn)
between 6:00 and 6:30 PM. Joe
Sambaer and his associates of
Providence Mortgage Company
will provide hot dogs and ham-
burgers. Westlunds Apple Market
will provide beverages. All you
need to bring is a dish to pass for
10-12 people and your own table
service. All are welcome to come
to an old-fashioned neighborhood
get-together!

Voter Registration at Allen
Neighborhood Center: Spon-
sored by the Unitarian Universalist
Social Action Group. 2004 is a
Presidential election year. To vote
in November you must be regis-
tered. The Unitarian Universalist
Social Action Group will be offer-
ing you the chance to register at
ANC on Wednesday, July 28, from
6 PM to 8:30 PM.

Help Harvest Fresh Produce: The
Garden Project is seeking volun-
teers to help harvest surplus fruits
and vegetables this summer and fall
on weekday mornings. The surplus
food is distributed to food pantries,
to human service organizations,
and to residents of subsidized hous-
ing, especially seniors. Volunteers
may keep a small portion of what
they pick for their own use. Con-
tact The Garden Project for more
information and for registration pa-
perwork. Call 887-4660 or email
gardenproject@ingham.org

Capital Area District Library:
Computer Fun @ 1: Children and
teens (ages 10 and up) are invited
for computer games, snacks and
fun. Every Tues. in July, 1 to 2 PM

School Principals Speak

Resurrection School: Resurrection
School has closed for the summer.
We are still accepting registrations.
If you are interested in registering,
please call 487-0439. School will
resume on Wednesday, August
25th. Have a restful summer.

Allen School: Get ready, set, en-
roll! Be an Allen superstar and en-
roll now for the fall. Call the
school at 325-6760 to find out
more.

Business News

LECDC: We have a new office!
It’s just across the hallway from
our previous space with Allen
Neighborhood Center; turn left at
the top of the stairs instead of right.
Our new phone number is (517)
482-2660. Stop by and say hello!
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Growing in Community

The People and Groups Making a Difference On the Eastside

Dave Muylle: How to Find
Success as a Landlord

The Eastside has a significant
number of rentals. Close to 50%,
in fact, although this figure var-
ies from block to block. There
are some pockets that are almost
entirely owner-occupied and
other areas that are mostly rent-
als. Although we often think of
owners as having a greater stake
in preserving and improving the
Eastside, renters are very active
in neighborhood groups and pro-
jects. Further, we know that a
large number of new homebuyers
in our neighborhood (1/2 accord-
ing to a recent study) were previ-
ously renters. They (like many of
us here at ANC) rented in the
neighborhood, grew to love the
Eastside, and decided to buy a
home here.

We believe that rentals that are
well-managed and well main-
tained contribute to the dyna-
mism and health of the neighbor-
hood. We decided to talk with
someone that we consider an ex-
emplary landlord and neighbor
about how to promote well-
managed and maintained rentals
on the Eastside. Dave Muylle
has been living and renting out
properties here for 20 years.

Eastside Monthly: Dave, you
probably know how important
good landlords are to a healthy
community. Speaking from your

experience, what are some of the best
practices for a landlord to follow?
DM: The first and most important
thing is the attitude you take. Like in
any business, you’re either serious
about doing it in a professional man-
ner or you’re doing it casually, by the
seat of your pants. No doubt there are
a lot of people who just think, “I’ll get
a house, I’ll get a tenant, and I'll
make a ton of money.” There’s a lot
more to it than that. If you’re in the
business of renting, you have to know
the specific laws that apply. There
are classes you can take in Property
Management at LCC, which I found
very helpful. This area has several
professional organizations, like Land-
lords of Mid-Michigan, and it’s wise
to be connected somehow with them
to keep abreast of changes in the law.
Beyond that, here’s my top ten tips
for you:

Top Ten Tips for Success as a

Landlord

I would never rent a unit that [ wasn’t
willing to live in myself. That makes
the whole sales pitch a lot easier.

The quality of a property is directly
related to the quality of the tenants it
will attract. If you want good tenants,
offer good properties.

Always check the references. If the
person had problems in the past, it’s
better to know sooner than later. I al-
ways struggle in those cases to find a
reason to say yes, but sometimes no is
the wisest answer.

You’re better off with a vacant unit

10.

than with a bad tenant, in every

way — emotionally, financially, the
stress you have to deal with — it’s
not worth it.

If the applicant needs to move in im-
mediately, they’re probably not the
tenant you want. You want some-
one who’s making comparisons and
asking questions, trying to make an
intelligent choice.

Housing is one of our basic needs.
A clean, quality living environment
provides a backdrop for us to live
our lives. As a landlord, you’re pro-
viding an essential service to people,
and that’s something you can be
proud of.

If we provide a high-quality renatal
experience, people join the
neighborhood and get involved in
their community, and that’s good for
everyone.

Marketing is simple. If you have a
clean, clean-smelling, well-
maintained unit, you don’t even
need a sales pitch. But if you have a
stinky, trashy place and someone’s
still willing to rent it, they’re proba-
bly not the tenant you want.
Choosing a tenant is like hiring an
employee. You want to figure out,
if I have a problem with this person,
how will they react? Will they be
able to work it out like an adult?

If there is an eviction, then everyone
has failed. The tenant, of course, but
the landlord has also failed by pick-
ing a bad tenant.

Dave is the
owner of DMHI
(Dave Muylle
“} Home Improve-
ments), active in

W the Eastfield

| Neighborhood,
ol and a member
of the ANC
Housing Advi-
_ sory Group.
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enviston Urbandale

Neighborhood Design Initiative

Contact: Travis or Laura, 367-2468

We were happy to welcome a crowd of new and familiar faces to the second
session of Envision Urbandale held on June 10th.

Warren Rauhe, professor of landscape architecture at MSU and Envision
Urbandale facilitator, reviewed the progress made at the first session, which
was held in April. He then presented a slideshow of photographs illustrating
different types of residential, commercial and landscape designs. Participants
separated into small groups and discussed the photos. At the end of the
evening, the whole group came together and shared their findings.

Rauhe and his team of landscape architects are now going to use the
information they collected at the sessions to prepare alternative plans and
ideas for the Urbandale area. If you have not been able to attend the meetings
but have comments or suggestions you'd like them to consider, please
contact the housing team and we will send them your message.

This design initiative is the ANC housing team’s latest effort in its outreach to
the homes and businesses around the Eastside floodplain. After doing a series
of research projects related to the floodplain, including the door-to-door
canvass completed last fall, the ANC received funding to organize and host
this series of meetings. The purpose of Envision Urbandale is to engage
everyone involved in discussions about what people like and dislike about
their community, and to help them brainstorm ideas for change. The ANC
itself has no specific expectation of what ideas should emerge from these
sessions—our goal is simply to help the participants develop a plan for the
area that they can all agree on. More information about this process and the
research behind it is available on the ANC website: from the homepage at
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Envision Urbandale target area

Community Builder’s Toolbox

Ideas and Information for Strengthening Neighborhoods

www.allenneighborhoodcenter.org,
click on Programs, then on Housing
Programs, and then on the link to
Envision Urbandale.

If you live in the target area shown
on the map to the left, you should
receive notice of the final session
through a flier in your door.
Businesses within the boundary will
receive fliers as well. We will also
keep the entire community updated
via the Eastside Monthly. Feel free to
contact us if you’d like to be added

Rental Rehabilitation Program
offers great opportunity

The City of Lansing offers a number of op-
portunities for both homeowners and renters
to make improvements on their homes.

Currently there are three programs available
for landlords interested in making improve-
ments on their properties.

The Rental Rehabilitation Program is of-
fered to landlords who have properties that
meet the following criteria:

*  51% of square foot are must be for resi-
dential rental, (50%) for duplex

e Rent must be within the Fair Market
Rents (FMR’S) as established by HUD

*  Your property taxes must be paid up to
date on all of your properties located in
the City

e Tenant’s located within the 100 year

floodplain are ineligible.

¢ Tenant’s total household income must

qualify as indicated under each program
description.

e No limits on owner’s income eligibility.

The Home Rental Rehabilitation Program

¢ Funds provided on a dollar for dollar
match basis at 0% interest. Obtain up to
$14,999.00 per unit

¢ A deed restriction will be placed on the
property for the compliance period

»  Existing tenant’s rent cannot be in-
creased due to rehabilitation work. Ten-
ants must have a one year lease agree-
ment

e 5 year lien. No reduction on the loan
amount for the 5 year affordability pe-
riod. Lien can be paid off in full at any
time, or may be assumable if property is
sold, and new owner agrees to terms

The CDBC Rental Rehabilitation Program
This program offers dollar for dollar match
basis for properties with tenants that fall
within certain income guidelines.

Call the City at (517) 483-4040 for more in-
formation on these and other improvement
opportunities.

to our mailing list for Envision
Urbandale-related information.

Next Month: Renter Resources!
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