
Eastside Home Tour 
Eastside On Display 

Features: Homes, Gardens, 
Businesses, Lofts 

 
The tour will showcase several fine East-
side homes as well as selected busi-
nesses, a community garden, and newly 
restored lofts on Michigan Avenue. 
 

This year, the Michigan Avenue Project 
is helping to plan and organize the event.  
Erika van Jaarsveld has been hard at 
work on sponsors and promotion of the 
tour.  “Sponsoring the tour is a great way 
to get a business’ name out to a diverse 
audience in the community,” she said.  
“And we can work to develop a spon-
sorhip opportunity that fits their budget.” 
 

The home tour is Allen Neighborhood 
Center’s main fundraiser for the year.  
Rather than mailing frequent appeals, 
ANC hosts a community event to help 
fund its programs.  Please support us. 
 

Below: a home on the 2003 Tour. 
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The Eastside Monthly is 
a publication of Allen 
Neighborhood Center. 
For general comments or 
to submit news for the 
next edition, contact  
Matt Penniman at 485-
7630 by the 12th of the 
preceding month. 
 

Funding for the Eastside Monthly 
is provided in part by the Mayor’s 
Neighborhood Grant Program. 

Neighborhood Meetings  
 

(at ANC unless stated otherwise) 
 

June 1: ABC mtg, 6:30 PM, 
Pilgrim Cong. Church 
June 2: ENO mtg, 7 PM at 
Foster Center 
June 3: FAIR mtg, 7 PM 
June 7: PLACE mtg, 6:30 
June 9: Prospect Protec-
tors mtg, 6:30 PM 
June 14: Potter Walsh mtg, 
6:20 PM at Potter Park Meth-
odist Church 
June 16: HERO mtg, 7 PM  
June 28: ANC Board mtg, 
1:00 PM 
June 28: Hunter Park West 
mtg, 7:30 PM 
June 28: LECDC Board 
mtg, 11 AM 

2004 Tour is Sunday, June 27 
 
Plans for the second annual Eastside 
Home Tour are well underway.  Sched-
uled for 1:00 to 5:00 PM on Sunday, 
June 27th, the 2004 tour builds on the 
success of last year’s effort and the 
ANC’s popular home improvement 
workshops. 
 

Tickets are $10 each and may be pur-
chased starting June 7 at ANC, Video to 
Go, Bancroft Flowers, and other spots. 
 
On June 27, tickets may be exchanged 
for tour programs at the Marshall Street 
Armory.  The Armory will have displays 
from schools, churches, neighborhood 
organizations, and non-profits such as 
the Garden Project.  Refreshments and 
entertainment will be offered there all 
day. 
 

The success of the tour depends largely 
on the dedication of its volunteers.  Call 
ANC to find out how you can help.  
You’ll still have time to take the tour, 



Wednesday Morning 
Senior Coffee 

(Non-seniors are welcome, too!) 
 

Join us each Wednesday morning 
from 10 AM to noon.  
 

June 2: Favorite Poems We’re 
taking a break this month from our 
First Wednesday Book Chat, and 
instead bringing our favorite poems 
to share with one another. 
June 9: Visiting Physician Sherie 
Jarrard, Marketing Development 
Manager of Visiting Physicians, 
will be presenting on the services 
of this senior-friendly organization. 
June 16: The Amazing Story of 
Bioport: Privatization, Renova-
tion, Bio-terrorism, and More   
Mike Tanner, Vice-President of 
Resource Development and Corpo-
rate Services, will be presenting on 
aspects of this unusual company. 
June 23: Tool and Resources for 
Managing Retirement Savings.  
Elizabeth Breed of CADL will be 
leading a discussion about re-
sources to guide personal investing 
for seniors. 
June 30: Foot and Hand Spa This 
rescheduled program features 
Simone Brewster of the Body 
Shop.  Choose between hand treat-
ments and foot treatments; both in-
volve a comfortable soak and dif-
ferent ointments and lotions, with 
many fragrances to choose from. 
 

Eastside Drum Circle: The next 
Drum Circle will be June 11th from 
6:15 to 9 PM.  Everyone interested 
in making rhythm is welcome.  
Drums will be available. 

ANC would like to thank: 
• Christ United Church of 

Dewitt for a generous donation. 
• Senior presenters: Martha Dee,

Wambui Demps, Hollie 
Hamel, and Elizabeth Breed 
from Cap. Area Dist. Library. 

• Jamie Czekai and LISC for 
the Board Training. 

• Karen Casey for helping 
spread the word about ANC job 
openings far and wide! 

• Barb Mutch for being our 
guardian angel around re-
sources and support of our 
Food Project. 

• Judy Gardi for tireless advo-
cacy of neighborhood centers 
like ours. 

• The Mayor's Grants program 
for funding a senior field trip 
and a portion of our newsletter. 

• Komen Foundation for fund-
ing breast health promotion. 

• Nancy Johnson and Keosha 
Louden for assistance with the 
newsletter mailing. 

• Francine Watts, Octavian 
Fly, and Fred McLouth for 
their help with Breadbasket. 

• Joan Nelson, Wambui 
Demps, and Karan Anderson 
for representing ANC in the 
Race for the Cure walk, put on 
by Susan G. Komen Breast 
Health Foundation. 

• Laura Goddeeris for webwork 
 

Algo en español: Hay un almuerzo 
bilingüe el 4 de junio, al mediodia.  
Si le gusta un juego de ajedrez, 
venga al Centro los martes a las 6 
por la noche, cuando se encuentra 
los Tuesday Chess Knights. 

ANC Update 
Activities and programs offered by Allen Neighborhood Center 
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Food Chatter  
from the Food Project 

 

We are truly in the gardening sea-
son!  There’s still time to start your 
backyard or community garden.  
Please contact The Garden Project 
at 887- 4660 for more details.  You 
can also pick up info at ANC.   
 

There is a new youth gardening 
group forming here on the Eastside. 
These middle and high school stu-
dents will be planting a magnificent 
vegetable plot at the demonstration 
garden next to Foster Park.  They 
will be learning basic organic prin-
ciples of growing food, and will 
take several field trips to Giving 
Tree Farm for instruction and fun!  
We are also offering support to the 
Allen School Garden Group over 
the summer as they plant in the 
school backyard.  We are always 
looking for adventure-loving adults 
to support these groups one day a 
week – call Hollie at 485-7630 if 
interested. 
 

Community Builder’s Toolbox 
Now Online 

 

The entire text of this collection of 
resources is on our web site, www.
allenneighborhoodcenter.org — 
click on Programs, then Housing.  
They include: Volunteers: Where 
Are They?, 7 Steps to Build Com-
munity Leadership, Canvassing 
Guidelines, 7 Steps to Conducting 
an Event, Characteristics of Good 
Issues, Filing as a Nonprofit, Basic 
Polling Sheet, 14 Steps to Build a 
New Neighborhood Organization, 
and several more. 



Across the Neighborhood 
School Principals Speak 

 

Resurrection School: The students 
of K - 3 participated in ACES (All 
Children Exercising Simultane-
ously) at the Capitol this year.   
• Field day will be held on May 
28th at the Lansing Catholic Cen-
tral grounds. Students participate in 
many outdoor competitions.  This 
is our last major gathering of stu-
dents for this year.   
• Our 8th grade students will gradu-
ate on May 26th followed by a 
class outing at Cedar Point.   
• The annual Spring Concert will 
be held on June 1 at 7:00 PM in the 
school gym.  School dismisses on 
June 4th with a balloon send off.   
• Resurrection Church is conduct-
ing its annual Vacation Bible 
School on June 14-18th.  All neigh-
borhood children are invited to par-
ticipate.  Call 482-2605 to register.  
• The staff and students of Resur-
rection School wish everyone a 
safe and happy summer. 
 

Fairview: Congratulations to Fair-
view's Math R Rama team, and to 
our coach Mrs. Crowley, who took 
FIRST PLACE at the district-wide 
decimal meet last month! 
• Also, three cheers for Fairview's 
Chess Club who brought home a 
trophy from a chess tournament on 
April 24th at Verlinden School.  
Our Chess Club members who par-
ticipated in the tournament are:  
Rya Woodham, Sarah Stenske, 
Thierry Laurens, Sam Stenske, Fe-
licity Davila, Joey Panetta, and 
Josiah Sturgill.  Our Chess Club 
was coached by Peter Nelson, a 
Pattengill student. 
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Neighborhood News 
 
Prospect Protectors General 
Neighborhood Meeting will take place 
on Wednesday, June 9th at 6:30 p.m. 
at ANC.  Please come to share ideas 
and concerns and catch up with 
neighborhood news.  A lovely dessert 
will be offered! 
 
Juneteenth is an African American 
freedom festival held at Benjamin 
Davis Park. This year's celebration is 
from noon to dusk on Friday, June 18, 
and Saturday, June 19.  The main 
stage will offer African dancers and 
drummers, as well as jazz and gospel 
performances. Vendors will sell arts, 
crafts, and food.  For more info, call 
394-6900. 
 
Foster Library:  Summer Reading 
Programs for all ages begin June 8, 
with a Kick-Off Party 3:30-5 PM.   
• Preschool Craft Programs will be 
once a month, starting Monday, June 
14 at 10 AM.  Each time we’ll make 2 
or 3 projects to take home. Free regis-
tration is required; call 485-5185.   
• Storytimes begin Tuesday, June 15 at 
10 AM and will continue through Au-
gust 3. Each week we’ll share stories, 
songs, fingerplays, and a simple craft.   
• Miz Rosie, storyteller Rosie Chap-
man, gets everyone involved in her 
stories from around the world.  Thurs-
day, June 24, 2 PM.   
• Madcap Puppet Theatre will be at 
Foster on Monday, June 28, 2 PM.  
These larger than life-size puppets will 
present "Three Tales with Tails". 
• Any questions, contact Jean Bolley, 
485-5185. 
 

Business News 
 
LECDC: Coffee Time will be June 10 
at 8:30 AM at the Greenhouse Bistro.  
We’ll discuss the Eastside Home Tour 
and the Wally Byam Camper event. 

• We would like to welcome all 
new students who have enrolled at 
Fairview School for the 2004-05 
school year.  A welcome packet 
will be sent to all Fairview families 
in mid-August that gives basic in-
formation about the new year. 
• The last day of school for stu-
dents this year is June 8th.  The 
first day of school next year is Au-
gust 30th.  All kindergarten stu-
dents will attend in the AM only 
during the first week to ease their 
transition into kindergarten. 
• Mark your calendar to join us on 
Thursday, September 9th at 6:00 
PM. Fairview School is planning a 
very special 50th Anniversary cele-
bration and Open House. 
 

Bingham: The 5th grade will make 
a field trip on Wed., June 2 to the 
Aquatic Center in East Lansing.   
• At 9:30 AM, June 2, Kindergarten 
Graduation will be held in the gym.   
• Field Day will happen June 3 for 
K-2 in the AM and 3-5 in the PM.   
• Friday the 4th from 5 to 8 is the 
school carnival.  We hope to have 
many neighbors participate and 
help fundraise for our school.  
• Monday, June 7th at 1:45 is 5th 
Grade Graduation.   
• June 8th is the last day of school 
and awards presentation.   
• We are very excited with our 
MEAP scores this year.  Our stu-
dents and staff worked very hard 
and the results show this.   
• We are very fortunate to have an 
afterschool program starting next 
year.  YMCA will offer childcare 
before and after school.   
• We wish everyone a great sum-
mer, and thanks for the support! 



Interview: Eleanor Love 
 
Eleanor Love, the manager of 
Code Compliance for the city, is 
an important ally in efforts to 
maintain a decent appearance to 
our properties.  The code repre-
sents our shared understanding of 
the kind of neighborhood we 
want to live in — well main-
tained, free of trash, and pleasant 
to walk through.  Compliance of-
ficers enforce it in a professional 
manner that deserves our respect. 
 

Eastside Monthly: For those 
who may not know about your 
work, could you tell us a bit 
about what you do and why? 
Eleanor Love: The purpose of 
code compliance is to be proac-
tive in assuring the safety and 
health of the residents of the City 
of Lansing.  We do that in a vari-
ety of ways.  We have several 
types of housing inspections for 
both rental and owner-occupied 
houses, offer safety inspections, 
and identify premise violations, 
which are primarily grass and 
trash problems.  For instance, 
people with tall grass may be 
creating a breeding ground for 
mice.  Old tires can collect rain-
water and become a breeding 
ground for mosquitos.  Mos-
quitos have already been found 
in Ingham County that have West 
Nile virus.  We also tell people to 

our officers receive, and how much 
credit they deserve for their work. 
It’s also difficult to explain the 
complexity and need for continual 
improvement of our computer sys-
tem, because of our complete de-
pendence on it.  I do enjoy the pace, 
and the satisfaction of seeing actual 
improvement in the physical ap-
pearance of neighborhoods.  
 

Make Safe or Demolish   

EM: What can you tell us about the 
“Make Safe or Demolish” rule? 
Love: The state law which governs 
it dates back to 1917.  In the origi-
nal law, there were some threshold 
criteria for a house to be in that 
category.  The building had to be 
vacant for 180 days, and the value 
of the repair had to exceed fifty per-
cent of the value of the building.  
We lobbied the state to pass an ad-
ditional threshold rule: vacant for 
24 months and no substantial im-
provement — no building permits, 
no activity, nothing.  Since it 
passed, we’ve started processing 4 
to 6 houses.  This lets us reach out 
to the owners and say, “We need to 
find out what your plans are for this 
house.  It’s been unoccupied and 
it’s being allowed to deteriorate.” 
EM: How can people reach you? 
Love: Our main number is 483-
4361.  The people who answer that 
line are very helpful and person-
able.  For me personally, I’m much 
better at answering emails — my 
address is elove@ci.lansing.mi.us. 
 

Eleanor Love is Lansing’s manager of 
Code Compliance.  Jeannie Wood is the 
code compliance officer for the Eastside.  
A map of the city showing her area is 
available at Allen Neighborhood Center. 

Growing in Community 
The People and Groups Making a Difference On the Eastside 
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Code Compliance:  
How to Be a Good Neighbor 

pick up trash.  A large pile of sticks 
and twigs can create a home for 
woodchucks, possums, and raccoons.  
We have had rabid raccoons in past 
years, and I think most people under-
stand that having wood piles, mat-
tresses or rolled-up carpet in their 
yard is like putting out a hotel sign 
that says, “Welcome Rodents!”  We 
also regulate the height and location 
of fences.  Tall fences can be a safety 
hazard if someone can’t see pedestri-
ans when backing out of their drive-
way, particularly in the front yard.  
We try to prevent front yard parking, 
to make sure that vehicles are parked 
on a paved or hard surface.  On an un-
paved surface you run the risk of con-
taminating the ground with leaking 
fluids.  All these things keep others 
from enjoying their property.  My job 
is to make sure individual officers 
have the tools needed to do their job 
in a consistent manner in accordance 
with the ordinances. 
EM: What are the most common vio-
lations that you see? 
Love: The two that rank up the high-
est are tall grass and trash violations.  
We probably send out 20 to 30 thou-
sand letters regarding them in a year.  
By the time we re-check it, most of 
those have been taken care of.   
EM: What’s the greatest challenge of 
your job?  What do you enjoy most? 
Love: One of the hardest things is to 
communicate to people how much 
training and professional development 



PAGE 5 THE EASTSIDE MONTHLY   

Community Builder’s Toolbox 
Ideas and Information for Strengthening Neighborhoods 

 “How to Identify and Finance 
Energy Improvements in Your 

Home” Workshop 
 

Thursday, June 24, 2004 
6:00-7:30 pm 

Urban Options  
405 Grove Street, East Lansing 

 

Save $$$ on utility bills and learn how 
to finance these improvements for your 
home! 

 

This seminar will be targeted toward 
homeowners that are interested in 
learning how to achieve energy sav-
ings. It will feature methods to reduce 
energy consumption in existing homes 
through making simple improvements 
and understanding the value of pur-
chasing ENERGYSTAR products and 
equipment.   
 

Since the use of energy efficient build-
ing and improvements are strongly af-
fected by financial resources and in-
centives, this seminar will cover financ-
ing opportunities for energy efficient 
improvements in your home. For direc-
tions or more information, contact Ur-
ban Options at (517) 337-0422. 

Circa 1940s photo of Vine St home 
courtesy of Stebbins Collection 

 

Forty of your neighbors, staff of local businesses as well as friends of 
the community gathered April 22nd to share their ideas for the 
future of Urbandale and its surrounding neighborhoods.  Your 
neighbors shared their likes and dislikes about the area and talked 
about what they would like to see in the future.  Our 
neighborhoods’ walkability, historic feel and tree lined streets were 
mentioned when neighbors talked about what they were most 
proud of in their community. When asked about what they were 
most sorry about, participants talked about traffic and speeding 
problems, vacant houses and poor sidewalks.  Participants were also 
asked what they would like to see ten years down the road and 
here are some of their suggestions: 
 
• Lighted parks 
• More business along Kalamazoo St 
• Revitalization of Michigan Ave 
• Less commercial property 
• Rehab of vacant homes 
• Improved streets 
 
The second of this three session design initiative is scheduled for 
June 10th in room 213 at the Foster Community Center.  
Warren Rauhe, our MSU facilitator, will be reviewing these ideas 
and others and showing example images of these ideas. 

envision Urbandale 
Neighborhood Design Initiative  

Next session: June 10 at 6:00 pm! 

Research Your Home’s History 
at the Library 

Ever wonder what your home might have 
looked like before you lived there? The lo-
cal history room at the Main Library on 
Kalamazoo can help you!  The Stebbins 
Collection is a very large collection of his-
torical images of most every address in 
Lansing.  There are also many other collec-
tions about community history in the Local 
History Room.  For information and access 
contact James MacLean at 367-6323. 

Your comments will be used 
by landscape architects to cre-
ate design plans for Urbandale 
and nearby neighborhoods. 
Join your neighbors for dinner 
and a lively discussion about 
the future of the Urbandale 
neighborhoods. Let your voice 
be heard!  
 
Call Laura or Travis at 367-
2468 to sign up or for more 
information. 

Above: general boundaries of 
Envision Urbandale target area 
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