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May 3: PLACE mtg, 6:30
May 4: ABC mtg, 6:30
PM, Pilgrim Congregational
Church

May 5: ENO mtg, 7 PM at
Foster Center

May 6: FAIR mtg, 7 PM
May 10: Potter Walsh
mtg, 6:20 PM at Potter
Park Methodist Church
May 12: ENO Annual mtg,
6 PM, Sparrow Prof. Bldg.
May 19: HERO mtg, 7 PM
May 24: ANC Board mtg,
1:00 PM

May 24: Hunter Park
West mtg, 7:30 PM

Pattengill Design at ENO

The design for a new Pattengill Middle School
will be presented at the May meeting of the
Eastside Neighborhood Organization (ENO)
on May 5 at 7 PM, in room 213 of Foster
Community Center. The plan, created by
GMB Architects ¢ Engineers, includes over
200,000 square feet of floor space spread over
three stories, an 850 student capacity, and spe-
cial features such as an auditorium, computer
learning center, media center, science rooms,
choir room, and band room. Reniero Araoz of
Lansing School District said, “At this presenta-
tion, we’ll be talking about the scope and loca-
tion of the new school, the design of the audi-
torium, the classroom wing, the cafeteria, etc.”

If you have an interest in education on the
Eastside, for your own child or for other rea-
sons, come and see. You’ll be impressed.

Welcome, Potter Walsh!

If you live in the Potter Walsh area, this is the
first month you’ve received the Eastside
Monthly delivered to your door. We’d like to
thank Pastor Stan Parker of Faith Fellowship,
their youth group, Potter Walsh neighborhood
organization, and the Mayor’s Grant program
for their help with distribution.

“What is the Eastside Monthly?”, you may
wonder. It’s a monthly newsletter that helps
people stay connected with their neighbors.
We spread the word about programs at Allen
Neighborhood Center, news from Eastside
schools, ideas for building community, and
suggestions for improving your health. Read
it, enjoy it, and recycle it. Thanks!

Below: An artist’s concept of the new Patten-
gill Middle School, as seen from the air. This
drawing does not include the auditorium,
which was added in a later revision.

ANC Seeks New VISTA Workers

Allen Neighborhood Center (ANC) has two
openings for VISTA workers (Volunteers in
Service to America). Both positions will begin
on July 15, though selection will take place by
May 15. Full position description is available
on our web site, www.allenneighborhood-
center.org and on page 2.

The Eastside Monthly is
a publication of Allen
Neighborhood Center.

For general comments or
to submit news for the
next edition, contact

Matt Penniman at 485-
7630 by the 12th of the
preceding month.

Funding for the Eastside Monthly
is provided in part by the Mayor’s
Neighborhood Grant Program.
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ANC Update

Activities and programs offered by Allen Neighborhood Center

Food Chatter
from the Food Project

Calling all People, Young and Old!

Warm weather is coming!! Join the new-
est action group in the neighborhood!
We will grow food! You can learn how
to grow food! You can shop at the new
Eastside Farmer’s Market! We will all
learn new ways to cook the food! You
don’t want to miss this fun! Support
community and farms!

Giving Tree Farm *CSA: Receive fresh,
local organic produce weekly May
through October! Buy a share today!
You can share a share. Call 482-8885
to reach the farm.

*Community Supported Agriculture

VISTA Openings

ANC has two openings for VISTA
workers. Both positions will begin on
July 15, though selection will take place
by May 15. Projects our two new VIS-
TAs can choose to work on include our
Food Resource Project, the Youth Ser-
vice Corps, neighborhood groups, the
Eastside Monthly, and the ANC website.

Both positions are full-time, and each
pays approximately $650.00/month, plus
benefits. VISTA is known as the
“domestic Peace Corps” — providing
rich experiences, not riches. VISTA
workers also receive a cash stipend of
$1200 at the end of the year of service,
or if they prefer, a $4700 educational
award that can be applied toward tuition
or a student loan.

Folks with solid people skills, energy
and enthusiasm, and computer skills are
especially welcome. We request a one-
year commitment.

Call Joan Nelson at (517) 367-2468 for
further information; or email her at
ancjoan@sbcglobal.net. To be consid-
ered for this position, please send us a
cover letter and resume by May 14.

Wednesday Morning

Senior Coffee
(Non-seniors are welcome, too!)

Join us each Wed. from 10 AM to noon.

May 5: Book Chat Martha Dee will
lead the discussion of “Murder in Foggy
Bottom” by Margaret Truman.

May 12: Tai Chi I Local Tai Chi In-
structor Dru Vinson will be leading the
first of a two- part session on this an-
cient movement art. Dru has been
teaching this slow, rhythmic, universally
popular art for many years, and will
adapt the form to each individual’s
physical capacity.

May 19: Tea, Meditation, and Mind-
ful Eating Learn about the benefits of
drinking tea and taste some delicious
varieties. Presented by Wambui Demps.
May 26: Hand or Foot Spa featuring
Simone Brewster of The Body Shop.
Choose between hand treatments and
foot treatments; both involve a comfort-
ing soak and different ointments and lo-
tions, with many fragrances to choose
from. A door prize will be awarded.

PS. If you still have books from previ-
ous book chats, please, please return
them! We are missing two copies of
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone
and one copy of Catering to Nobody. If
we can’t find them, ANC will be
charged almost $40 in replacement fees.

Algo en espaiiol: Este mes, tenemos el
almuerzo bilingiie el 7 de mayo y un
“circulo de tambores” el 14 a las 6.

Welcome Monica Kwasnick!

ANC is delighted to welcome Monica
Kwasnik to our Center staff. As our
new Health Outreach Assistant Coordi-
nator, Monica will be overseeing this
season's outreach effort around key is-
sues in the neighborhood: health cover-
age, smoking cessation, wellness, and
breast health. Monica brings a rich set of
skills to the job. Stop by and say hello!

ANC would like to thank:

e April senior presenters: Anita Sal-
ustro, Jack Rozdilsky, Dave
Murray, Judy Cox, Paloma.

* Patrick Anderson and the Ander-
son Economic Group for helping
us to keep our technology current
with generous donations of a 21”
monitor, a wide-format inkjet
printer, three surge protectors, two
spare keyboards, and a router in a
pear tree.

e Our home tour advisory group:
Suellen Hozman, John Martinez,
Nikki Rose, Travis Stein, Laura
Goddeeris, Lane Clark, Dave
Muylle, Jim Noble, Michelle Rob-
erts, and Kate Koskinen

* Kate Koskinen, Dave Muylle,
Rick Kibbey, and Melanie Folkert
for perseverance on development
projects.

» All of our neighbors, neighborhood
leaders, Murdock Jemerson, Dick
Schaefer, and Denise Lynch of
Lansing Parks and Recreation, Joe
Wright of Capital Consulting and
ANC staff who have been involved
in the Hunter Park Master Plan Up-
date. Together, we have created an
exciting and neighbor-friendly plan.
Now we just have to implement it!

e Susan Houghton, Dr. Laura De-
Lind, Brian Thomas, Murdock
Jemerson, and ANC staff (most es-
pecially Hollie Hamel, Matt Penni-
man, and Laura Goddeeris) for
their terrific effort on our recently
submitted USDA grant application.

Youth Service Corps: YSC is in des-
perate need of adult volunteers for the
next year. If you’re willing to give two
hours of your time each week to help
local youth learn job skills and serve the
community, let us know. Even if you
can help out for the summer season
(May through August), we’d love to
hear from you. Contact Hollie or Matt
at 485-7630 or stop by the Center.
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Across the Neighborhood

Neighborhood News

Prospect Protectors would like to
thank the Mayor's Office and the mem-
bers of the Neighborhood Grant Advi-
sory Board for the funds received this
year! Our next activity will be a Lans-
ing Lugnuts game on June 4th. Call
Corie Jason at 482-8756 for more infor-
mation about the game.

ABC: Our May meeting is Tuesday,
May 4th at 6:30, at Pilgrim Church, 125
S. Penn. We will be starting to think
about our neighborhood night out event
and finishing plans for other summer
projects.

Groesbeck will meet on Wednesday,
May 12, 7:00-8:30 PM, at the Post Oak
Elementary School Library. Our pro-
gram will feature two antique appraisers.
Attendees are welcome to bring their
“heir-loom” objects for appraising -
limit of 2 items. A $3 fee will cover the
appraising. This is a great way to see if
“Aunt Bessie's civil war vase” is worth a
hidden fortune!

Would you like to grow your own fresh
vegetables? The Garden Project offers
free community garden plots at a variety
of Lansing and East Lansing locations,
along with seeds, plants, newsletters,
and garden workshops. Home garden
rototilling service is also available for a
small fee to households on a budget.
For more information, call The Garden
Project at 887-4660 or email gardenpro-
ject@ingham.org. You may also pick
up a registration form at Allen
Neighborhood Center.

Library Renovations: The Main Li-
brary at the corner of Capital and Kala-
mazoo will be closing for renovations to
the First Floor. For the majority of the
renovation, the building will be open to
the public. THE ENTIRE LIBRARY
WILL CLOSE at the end of the renova-
tion, on May 13, 14, and 15. Before
these dates the Main Library will be
open its regular hours.

The Main Library will host a Grand
Re-Opening Celebration on Sunday,
May 16, starting with a ribbon cutting
ceremony at 2 PM, followed by balloon
sculpting by clowns, 2 to 4 PM, and sto-
rytelling with LaRon Williams, 3 to 4
PM. LaRon incorporates singing, act-
ing, and visual arts into his storytelling.

City Budget Public Comment: Have
an opinion on the proposed city budget
for next year? You can share it on Mon-
day, May 3 at 7:00 PM, in a public hear-
ing on the city budget at the Lansing
City Council meeting.

LECDC: The Lansing Eastside Com-
munity Development Corporation has
partnered with the Allen Neighborhood
Center to put on the 2004 Eastside
Home Tour. This year, in addition to
the several homes there will be two
points of interest from East Michigan
Avenue on the tour. So mark your cal-
endar for June 27 to see some of the
amazing things the Eastside has to offer!

Drum Circle: ANC is welcoming an
established drum circle from East Lans-
ing, the Café Maniacs, on May 14th
from 6 to 9. Everyone interested in
making rhythm is welcome, whatever
their experience. Drums and other per-
cussion instruments will be available,
though participants are encouraged to
bring their own if possible.

News From School Principals

Fairview School: Spring is the best time
of the year at Fairview! There's lots go-
ing on, and plenty of fun to be had!

* Our fifth grade Math R Rama team
won a first place trophy at the decimal
meet on April 1st. Congratulations to
the team and their coach, Mrs. Crowley!
* Our Butterfly Garden is beginning to
bloom and grow again already. We are
so proud of the gardens at our school,
and we welcome visits from community
members who would like to enjoy our
gardens. Our gardens have been main-
tained and nurtured by an Eastside com-
munity volunteer! Thanks Mrs. Cosier!

* We are also making plans for Field
Day, Science Expo, Calbery Tea, and a
Musical Performance for 2nd and 3rd
graders before the end of the school
year. We have a lot of fun and interest-
ing events planned. See our website at
web.Isd.k12.mi.us/schools/Fairview for
updates!

Pattengill: On May 11, from 6 to 8 PM,
we’ll have our Carnival.

* May 12th, from 5 to 8 PM in the cafe-
teria will be the Talent Development
Ethnic Dinner.

* The Spring Concert will be May 20th
at 7:00 in the Eastern auditorium.

» May 24th is our Choir concert in the
activity room from 6 to 9 PM.

» May 25th will be the 8th grade Dinner-
Dance recognition from 5-8 PM, at a
location to be announced.

* The band’s annual trip to Cedar Point
will be May 28th and 29th.

Bingham: On Cinco de Mayo (May
5th), Bingham will celebrate with a din-
ner from 5:30 to 7:30.

* That same day, Aces (at the Capital)
will do exercise at 9:00 AM.

* May 13 is Citywide Field Day in the
morning.

* All day May 20th Bingham students
are collecting money for abandoned pets
as part of Pennies for Pets.

* May 26 is our trip to the Lugnuts game
in the morning.

» Many things are happening on May
28th: the 5th grade band has a concert at
10:30 AM, at 1:30 PM 5th grade stu-
dents will play softball against the staff,
and from 6 to 9 is our Dance Party.

* June 4th is our Carnival. We look for-
ward to having many community mem-
bers participating in this important and
special fundraiser for our school.

* If you know of any kindergarten-age
children in the area who want to attend
Bingham, ask them to come and enroll.
* In the last week of May, the school
will be planting flowers around the
neighborhood with the sponsorship of
ABC Neighborhood Association.
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Growing in Community

The People and Groups Making a Difference On the Eastside

Eastfield’s Gardens
and Gazebo

Interview: Dolores Wood

Eastside News: Let’s start with the
basics — how long have you been
involved with Eastfield?

Dolores Wood: I've lived in the
neighborhood for 50 years, and been
active with ENO for 25 or 30 of
those. I got started with Eastfield
about ten years ago.

EN: When did you all start talking
about building the gazebo?

DW: Let me correct you. The gazebo
actually belongs to the woman who
owns the property; we just garden the
land. I think this is our seventh year.
Some of the Eastfield members
formed a garden club about seven
years ago. One of our members was a
professional graphic designer. She
produced a very nice brochure and
sent it to lots of people, including the
owner of the land. The owner called
me and said it was the first time any
neighbor had been decent to her. Her
lot had overgrown with weeds —
thick weeds, tall weeds — and she
said that if someone in our club
wanted to garden in it, they’d be wel-
come to. I took that message to the
whole Eastfield meeting and asked if
anyone was interested, and 19 hands
shot up! The number of people who
garden now fluctuates from § to a
dozen. Each person has their own
plot, and we have monthly meetings
where we clean up the rest of the area,
and have a little refreshment in the
gazebo. There was also a wedding
there last August.

EN: Any plans for this summer?
DW: No, everything we do, the ac-
tivities — they’re all spontaneous.

Stories from the Garden
— drawn from an Eastfield brochure

During the past six years, the garden has
given back in many ways. This has been a
healing garden.

One day, a tragic accident killed a little 4-
year old Eastfield girl. Some residents
asked two of the local ministers to prepare
a prayer service. We met in the gazebo.
One of the residents arranged to have an
angel statuette placed in the garden to com-
memorate the little girl.

Another healing episode happened when
two neighbors, who were not on speaking
terms, joined in the cordiality of the garden
and became friends again. Working to-
gether or alone, there is a connection with
others. Once, a gardener wished to know if
a certain bug was harmful or good, but no
one was around to ask. Had,
Within minutes, a young
man walked his dog into the
garden and asked for water.
The gardener soon learned
that he was an entomologist
from MSU. He examined
the bug and declared it
“good”. The gardener’s
wish was fulfilled. Most
things are good in a garden.

Through the years, the gar-
den has been a gathering
place; it can be peaceful or
stimulating. Some
neighbors have used the ga-
zebo for early morning
meditation. One woman
uses the garden as a get-
away place to read, reflect,
and relax. Cleanup meetings
have turned into informative
sessions where more than

just gardening tips have been shared.
Seedlings and plants have been gener-
ously given. The garden has been a
place for people to let down defenses,
taking time to enjoy the living beauty on
their way to and from work.

Note: The Eastfield garden will be fea-
tured on this year’s Eastside Home Tour.

About Eastfield

The Eastfield neighborhood is located
north of Michigan Avenue between
Holmes Street and Marshall. It was
founded in 1994 by Kate Koskinen and
Kendra Kennedy, among others. The
current president is Nicki Rose. One of
the most active neighborhoods in the
area, Eastfield even has its own website,
at http://www.msu.edu/~rothb/eastfield/
Eastfield meets every even-numbered
month at 301 Rumsey, Dave Muylle’s
garage, on the second Thursday.

Below: The Eastfield garden and gazebo,
at the corner of Custer and Jerome.
Photo courtesy of Gary Novack.
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Community Builder’s Toolbox

Ideas and Information for Strengthening Neighborhoods

Mark your calendars for the event of the summer...

the second annual
Eastside Home Tour

“Eastside on Display”

Presented by the ANC in cooperation with
the Lansing Eastside Community Development Corporation

Sunday, June 27
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
$10 per person

This tour will showcase several fine Eastside homes as well as
Michigan Avenue businesses and community gardens. Begin
the day at the Marshall Street Armory, where you can pick up the
tour booklet and enjoy displays, refreshments and entertainment.
Dean Transportation will provide a shuttle service between tour loca-
tions. This will be a great day to spend exploring the Eastside with
your friends and neighbors. Tickets will be available at the ANC be-
ginning June 7. Watch the Eastside News and look for posters along
Michigan Avenue advertising other locations where tickets will be
sold.

Don’t miss this exciting community-building event,
which is shaping up to be bigger and better than
last year! For more information or to sign up

to volunteer, call Travis at 367-2468.

Envision Urbandale Update

First session a success, second session scheduled

Neighbors, friends, city and township officials, planners and ANC staff
gathered for the first session of our Envision Urbandale design initiative.
Dr. Rauhe and his team from MSU are working with the comments
generated at the first session and preparing them for presentation at
the second meeting. This meeting will be held on Thursday, June 10 at
6:00, again in room 213 at Foster Community Center. Dinner will be
provided. Even if you missed the first session, please join us for dinner
and conversation about the future of the Urbandale neighborhoods.
Call Travis or Laura at 367-2468 to sign up or for more information.

The Community Builder’s List of
Handy Numbers

City of Lansing
Housing Code Violations  483-4361

Police Department

Police, General (Dispatch) 483-4600

Police, Emergency 911

South Precinct Voicemail System

(messages for officers) 272-7486

North Precinct Voicemail System

(messages for officers) 483-4467

Special Operations Section (drug houses)
483-4820

Landlord/Tenant Program 483-4820

Lansing Township

Assessor and Supervisor 485-2272
Fire Department 485-5443
Planning and Zoning 485-4063
Police Department  485-1700

Homeownership on the Eastside

Have you thought about owning your
own home? If you’ve been thinking
about homeownership or have questions
about what is available to assist you in
owning your own home, contact the
ANC Housing Team at 367-2468. Look
for a housing team member at your next
neighborhood meeting to answer ques-
tions about this new ANC program.

Beautiful Homes and Gardens Wanted
Like to recommend your own or a
neighbor’s home or garden for the East-
side Home Tour? It’s not too late! Call
Travis at 367-2468.

Farewell Lane!

Lane Clark, our MSW Intern working
with the Housing Team this year, has
completed her term of service at the
ANC. Since joining our staff in
September, Lane developed our Renter-
to-Owner program, which we will
continue in her absence. She also lent
valuable assistance to many other
housing programs. Lane’s help and her
sense of humor will be sorely missed in
the housing team office, and we wish
her luck in her future endeavors.
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